
ARGENTINA  

 

I. PARTICIPATION IN ITF 

 

Argentina signed the 2000 Stockholm Declaration and began to participate in the Task 

Force in June 2002. In May 2006, the country formally ended its “liason” status with the 

United States and  became a full member. 

 

Argentina is fully committed to the goals of the ITF and being the the only Latin American 

member of the ITF, Argentina tries to share the goals of ITF and its own experience with 

other countries of the region 

 

In order for you to understand the way Argentina deals with the ITF objectives, as well as 

the challenges involved it is important to recall at the outset that Argentina is a federal 

country comprising 23 provinces and the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires. Without 

prejudice to the central government´s role in the overall policy-setting and coordination, 

each of these federal states enact their own constitution, which must provide for their own 

administration of justice and municipal autonomy, and regulate the scope and content of its 

institutional, political, administrative, educational, economic and financial system.  

Accordingly, the national government works together with the provinces in order to secure 

their understanding and support. This is done in many ways, including through the Federal 

Council of Human Rights and the Federal Council of Education, in which relevant  

provincial authorities are represented.  

 

Argentina has a large Jewish Community, comprising of approximately 200.000 members, 

making it one of the biggest in the world. According to the Association of Survivors of the 

Nazi Persecution (Sherit Hapleitah), it is estimated that 3.000 survivors arrived in 

Argentina after the Second World War from different places of Europe, especially Poland, 

Romania (Besaravia and Bucovina), Ukraine, Russia, Moldavia, Hungary, Czekoslovakia 

and Yugoslavia.  

Today, it is estimated that the number of living survivors in Argentina raises to 800 to 900 

people. 

 



 

In 2006, the National Government established a permanent consultative council which 

functions as the local chapter of ITF.  This council is composed of the  Ministries of 

Education Justice and Foreign Affairs. and several non governmental organisations 

interested in education, remembrance and research of the Holocaust.. These 

organisations are the Buenos Aires Holocaust Museum, the Association of Survivors of the 

Nazi Persecution (Sherit Hapleitah), the Delegation of Argentine Israeli Associations 

(DAIA), the Argentine-Israelite Mutual Aid Association (AMIA), the Simon Wiesenthal 

Center, B’nai B’rith, the Argentine Jewish-Christian Fraternity, Generations of the Shoah in 

Argentina, the New Human Rights Association, the Superior Council of Catholic Education 

of the Argentine Episcopal Conference, and the Coordinating Junta of Private Teaching 

Associations. 

 

The chairmanship of the council rotates every year among the three Ministries.. The 

Ministry in charge of the annual chairmanship coordinates the group and, in the course of 

that role, calls periodic meetings –not less than one per month- in order to organize the 

work.  

:  

The local chapter works serves as a forum to exchange information and develop initiatives 

and projects to promote  the ITF objectives in Argentina   

Among other, the following projects developed with the support and sponsorship of the 

local chapter could be mentioned :  

The PPA presented by AMIA called “Teaching about the SHOAH in High School Trainers’ 

training course”. .  

The PPA presented by the Ministry of Education called “The Shoah as a key event of the 

XXth Century: Contributions for an educative agenda of the present time”.  

The PPA presented by the Secretariat of Human Rights of the Ministry of Justice called 

“Places for Remembrance: International Seminar fo the exchange of the Experiences in 

the Management of Museum and Sites of Memory of the Holocaust and State Terrrorism in 

Argentina”. 

 

II. ACTIVITIES TO PURSUE ITF GOALS 

 

A) REMEMBRANCE 

There are different commemoration acts of the Holocaust that take place in Argentina 



during the year, which are organized by the State, the Jewish Community and the 

Survivors’ Association. We will mention a few, as an example thereof. 

  

Firstly, the National Government organizes the commemoration on the 27th of January,  

recognized as the International Holocaust Remembrance Day in 2005 by the General 

Assembly of the United Nations. together with the civil society organizations, and the 

highest authorities of the Ministries involved take part in the commemoration. This 

remembrance act is replicated in other Argentine provinces. 

Secondly, , since 1953, the main political organization of the Jewish Community (DAIA) 

has organized the  Commemoration of the Holocaust on the date of the Uprising of the 

Warsaw Ghetto. The commemoration is attended by high authorities of the National 

Government. Moreover, the Ministry of Education has declared this date as the “Day of 

Cultural Diversity” for the Remembrance of this event and as a way of paying homage to 

the Holocaust victims. The date has been incorporated to the academic calendar of all the 

Argentine provinces. 

Thirdly, the Association of Survivors of the Nazi Persecution (Sherit Hapleitah) and 

Generations of the Shoah in Argentina organize the commemoration of the Victory of the 

Allies over the Nazi Germany every May. Diplomatic representatives accredited in the 

country are invited to attend this event. 

Finally, there is a remembrance act of the Kristallnacht organized by institutions of the 

Jewish community, like B’nai B’rith, together with the Ecumenism and Inter-Religion 

Dialogue Commission of the Buenos Aires Archbishop General Administration. The last 

event took place at the Metropolitan Cathedral. 

Argentina also works to strengthen the memory of the Holocaust through other types of 

activities. 

On November 4th, 2008, the Secretary of Human Rights of the Ministry of Justice 

organized a seminar on the role of women in situations of massive and systematic human 

rights violations, with particular emphasis on the Shoah and the last dictatorship in 

Argentina. The key speaker was Hannah Lessing, Secretary of the National Settlement 

Fund of Austria for the Victims of Nationalsocialism, and the seminar counted with the 

presentations, among others, of a Holocaust Survivor and a representative of Mothers of 

Plaza de Mayo. 

 



In April 2009, the Minister of Justice, Security and Human Rights signed a cooperation 

agreement with the Memorial de la Shoah de Paris for the exchange of experiences and 

work on issues related to memory sites, Holocaust and genocides of the 20th Century. The 

agreement foresees the organization of awareness seminars for judges and training for 

civil servants, as well as consulting services provided by the Memorial. Furthermore, 

Argentina has the possibility of featuring traveling exhibitions from the French Memorial. 

 

On the same month, Argentina organized a seminar on the management of sites of 

memory partly funded by the ITF. Following its position of considering the Holocaust as the 

paradigmatic genocide, and taking into account the importance of its study and 

transmission for the prevention of future genocide, mass atrocities and grave violations of 

human rights, the seminar sought to to learn from the exchange with the European 

experiences the best practices on the preservation and management of the sinister legacy 

of the concentration camps and its relation with the current communities as educational 

and remembrance. 

 

B) EDUCATION 

 

The National Law of Education states that one of the goals of the national educational 

policy is the formation of citizens committed with ethical and democratic values: freedom, 

solidarity, peaceful settlement of conflicts, respect for human rights, responsibility, and 

honesty. Moreover, it includes the strengthening of the national identity based on the 

respect for cultural diversity and openess.  

 

This law, taking into account the constitutional criteria of national unity and federalism, 

establishes that the regulation and administration of the national educational system is a 

concurrent responsibility of the National Ministry of Education and the provincial ministries 

of education of each of the 24 jurisdictions.  The federal jurisdictions agree on the different 

educational policies through the Federal Council of Education. The Council, chaired by the 

National Minister of Education and is composed by the provincial authorities responsible 

for the educational policy. Its decisions are binding on all 24 jurisdictions. 

 

The educational curricula is based on a core of priorities, called “Nucleus of Priority 

Learning”. These nucleus seek to deepen the conceptual social reflexion and vary 



according to the educational phase. During the first year of basic secondary education 

(high school), these priorities include the teaching of of rights and duties of citizens, the 

protection of  human rights, and the understanding of the different systems of beliefs and 

knowledge in order to  deepen the understanding of f the different forms of prejudice and 

discrimination in society. During the second year of the basic secondary education, these 

nucleus include the relationship between the State and the different social sectors during  

the emergence of Fascism and Nazism in the postwar period. 

 

In August 2007, the Ministry of Education organized the Seminar “Educational Workshop 

for nationals educator's currícula for the inclusion of the Shoah in the regional educational 

currícula programmes" which was partly funded by the ITF. The main objective of the 

workshop was to promote the progressive inclusion of the subject matter of the Holocaust 

in the teaching of recent history of Argentina and the world. The initiative sought to 

strengthen the teaching of the Holocaust as a question of  Humanity as a whole, and also 

to trigger reflection and inquiries about the conditions which made possible the most 

traumatic events of the XXth Century. The event was aimed at Social Studies teachers 

belonging to Middle Schools and Teachers Training Institutes, and also to provincial 

government employees in charge of the curricular policies. Representatives of other 

ministries of Education of the MERCOSUR and of the ministries of Education and Justice 

of Spain, which has just joined ITF as a full member, attended the workshop as guests. 

Moreover, the work was channelled through the Local Chapter of the ITF, which also took 

part in the seminar. 

 

In May 2009, the Federal Council of Education passed a programme called “Teaching of 

the Holocaust 2009-2011”. It was designed by the National Ministry of Education and 

agreed upon by the Local Chapter of the ITF. Through this resolution, the Ministers of 

Education of the 24 provinces commit themselves to incorporate specific curricular 

contents related to the Holocaust. Moreover, the National Ministry has began the 

production of educational materials for the different teaching levels to support to training of 

teachers. 

 

 

C) RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 



In 1997 the Government1 created the Commission for the Research of Nazi Activities in 

Argentina (CEANA), with the mandate to investigate Nazi activities during the Second 

World War and its consequences during the postwar period, in particular, the entrance and 

presence of alleged war criminals and the entrance of assets and goods of the victims of 

the Holocaust, and assess the impact of Nazism over culture, society and the 

Government. The Commission functioned from 1997 to 2005. In its report, the Commission 

compiled a list of 180 alleged war criminals who arrived in Argentina on the bases of 

German, French, Austrian, Belgian, Spanish, Yugoslav, American and Argentine 

documents. Among them, we can mention Gerhard Bohne, Josef Schwammberger, Erich 

Priebke, Dinko Sakic, and Adolf Eichmann, who have been tried and convicted abroad. 

 

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES  

There are several courses on the Holocaust offered at national, provincial and private 

universities. Among them, it is possible to mention the Chair on the Holocaust, genocides 

and fight against discrimination of the School of Law of the University of Buenos Aires, 

which offers two open courses: 1) Sociology of the Holocaust, and 2) The Rights of 

Children and the Holocaust. Moreover, the Chair called “Holocaust and Human Rights”, 

teaches a postgraduate course called Criminal Law and the Holocaust. 

Further, there are courses on the Holocaust at the Argentinean Catholic University, at the 

University of the Province of San Luis, at the University of El Comahue, in the Patagonian 

Region, and at the University of the Province of Tucuman. 

It is worth mentioning that many of the professors in charge of these courses have 

attended courses at Yad Vashem and at the Holocaust Museum of Houston. 

 

The National University of Tres de Febrero has created a Center of Genocide Studies. This 

Center aims to develop studies on genocide and genocidal processes through research 

projects and cooperation with other institutions, seminars and lectures. It also publishes a 

journal on the subjetc. 

 

III. FIGHT AGAINST ANTISEMITISM AND HOLOCAUST DENIAL 

 

                                                 
1
  Decree 390/97 



In the context of its commitment to the ITF, Argentina recognizes the need for remaining 

alert for any discriminatory manifestation against the respect for diversity and human rights 

or any other unacceptable stance regarding Anti-Semitism.  

 

It is worth mentioning that every year, since 1998, the central political organization of the 

Jewish community, DAIA, presents a Report on Antisemitism, containing a registry of 

Antisemitic aggressions, expressions denying the Shoah, the activity of pro Nazis 

groups,and references to the positive actions of the State to fight against anti-Semitism. 

National Authorities attend the presentation of this report. 

Moreover, an Argentinean delegation has attended the London Conference on Combating 

Antisemitism which took place in February 2009, 

 

 

Argentina has a strong position against any form of Holocaust denial, and has responded 

in a timely and firmly manner condemning every declaration of denial of the Holocaust 

made by any foreign president or authority every time they have occurred. Moreover: 

 

1) Argentina co-sponsored resolution 60/7 of the General Assembly of November 2005 

about Holocaust remembrance, designating January 27 as an annual International Day 

of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust, and rejecting any denial 

of the Holocaust as an historical event, either in full or part.  

 

2) Argentina also co-sponsored General Assembly resolution 61/2005 of  2007 about 

Holocaust denial which condemns without any reservation any denial of the Holocaust 

and urges all Member States unreservedly to reject any denial of the Holocaust as a 

historical event, either in full or in part, or any activities to this end. 

 

3) In February 2009, the Argentine Government ordered the English bishop Richard 

Williamson to leave the country. Bishop Williamson had denied that  Jews died in gas 

chambers - calling such claims lies - and said that no more than 300,000 died in Nazi 

concentration camps.  

 

 



IV. GENOCIDE PREVENTION 

  

We believe that it is also part of our responsibilities as a member of the ITF to promote 

initiatives to prevent future genocides. Together with  Switzerland, Argentina organizes a  

series of regional forums on genocide prevention. 

The first meeting took place in Buenos Aires last in Buenos Aires, with the participation of 

high standing UN officials and eminent experts, as well and representatives from the 

governments of Latin America and the Caribbean, and from the main NGOs in the field. 

Among the international experts, we were honored by the presence of Mr. Yehuda Bauer . 

 

The second Forum will be convened in Arusha, Tanzania in December 2009 and the third 

one will be held in Asia in 2010   

 

Argentina has a transparent policy on human rights, and thus, we recognize that there is 

always a long way to go. We are never satisfied in the road for the promotion and 

protection of human rights, especially in the topic of the Shoah, and it is in this spirit that 

we continue to work at the ITF. 

 


