
Slovak delegation to ITF would like to inform about the following: 

 

In Slovakia, we do not especially commemorate the 27 January on the national domestic 

level. The reason is that Slovakia in 2001 established a national Holocaust memorial day, 

which we commemorate on 9 September. Here is more information about this event: 

 

Slovakia  

 

Holocaust Memorial Day  
 

Slovakia commemorates the victims of the Holocaust and of racial violence on 9 September 

since 2001. It is called “Memorial Day for Victims of the Holocaust and of Racial Violence”.  

The Slovak Parliament designated 9 September as the Remembrance Day, because on this 

day in 1941, the Slovak Republic of the day passed 290 repressive laws, the so-called Jewish 

Codex, with which the process of Jewish deportations was initialized and which resulted in 

the killings of over 70,000 Slovak Jews.  

 

Official Commemorative Activities  
 

The “Memorial Day for the Victims of the Holocaust and of Racial Violence” is always held 

under the auspices of the President of the Slovak Republic. It takes the form of laying of 

wreaths at the memorial of the victims of the Holocaust in Bratislava.  

The president and members of the government and of parliament attend the event.  

The Ministry of Culture and the Slovak National Museum – Museum of Jewish Culture are 

also involved in the event.  

In Parliament and in schools, the day is observed by a minute of silence. Thematic 

exhibitions, cultural and educational events that commemorate this tragedy are also 

organized on this day. 

 

Nevertheless, certain events are held on national level in 2011 – for example: 

 

The Jewish Community of Komarno is holding a commemorative event 

(http://www.uzzno.sk/userfiles/file/jan30.pdf) and some activities are also organised by The 

Jewish Community of Bratislava together with the Czech Centre in Bratislava (screening of 

the Czech documentary film “Zatemnena demokracie” about the problem of neo-Nazism.) 

 

The University Library in Bratislava - The UNESCO Information and Documentation Center 

and the NGO Milan Simecka Foundation annually organise a seminar for schools and public 

to commemorate the victims of the Holocaust (http://www.ulib.sk/english/events/) 

 

The Slovak Branch of the International Christian Embassy Jerusalem and Slovo života 

International also organise a commemorative event open to public 

(http://new.icej.sk/articles/kalend_r_akci_) 

 

Slovakia commemorates the 27 January on the international level: 

 

On 27 January the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic regularly issues a 

statement concerning the International Day of Commemoration to Honor the Victims of the 

Holocaust.  

 



It is usually on this day that Embassy of the State of Israel in the Slovak Republic organizes 

the awarding ceremony Righteous Among the Nations, where the highest representatives and 

officials of Slovakia are present too.  

 

Slovak highest officials are present on international ceremonies that are taking place on the 

occasion of the 27 January (for example in Auschwitz-Birkenau).  

 

Slovak diplomatic missions abroad organize events related to the 27 January - for example: 

 

In 2009 the commemorative events were organized by Slovak Embassy in London and by 

Slovak Permanent Representation to the United Nations in New York (exhibitions of the art 

work of the high school students created as their reflection of the visit of the Auschwitz-

Birkenau Museum). 

 

In 2008 Slovakia under its chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 

Europe initialized the closer co-operation between the Council of Europe and the ITF. 

Slovakia invited ITF Chair for an exchange of views with representatives of the Council of 

Europe member states on 29 January 2008. Also a ceremony in honour of the Holocaust 

victims was held at the Council of Europe on the occasion of the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day. Later in 2009 a Memorandum of Understanding between the Council of 

Europe and the ITF was finalized.  
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